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* Please note that this checklist is only a guide to the permitting process for the Florida Department of Environmental Protection. Each situation and project is unique and may require more or less information than outlined on this checklist and may require more information be sent to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.*

Regulatory Applications
To see if you qualify for an exemption from obtaining a regulatory permit, view the rule at the end of the checklist and determine if you can meet the criterion. If you qualify, following the directions in sections I, II and IV of this checklist and review the proprietary (state lands) section.
If your project does not meet the regulatory requirements of the statutory exemption, then you will need to apply for a Standard General Permit. Follow the requirements under section II, all of section III, and section IV of this checklist. Then review the proprietary (state lands) section.
I.  EXEMPTION LETTER APPLICATION- 
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/wetlands/docs/erp/62-343-900_1.pdf
The following must be included within the application form:
· Fill out Section A and G of the application Form

· The owner of the property (complete address and phone number)

· The agent (complete address and phone number)

· Total linear footage of shoreline

· Total volume of material to be dredged (cubic yards)

· The total size of the proposed dredge area (square feet)

· Number of existing and new boat slips

· Section, Township, and Range, and County

· Latitude and Longitude of project location

· Waterbody name 
· A CLEAR explanation of the proposed project activities including dredging method AND how your sediment handling meets the exemption criterion (i.e. will there be return water)
· Notes regarding pre-application meetings or on-site meetings if a meeting occurred

· PREVIOUS authorizations of dredging activities with original design specs 

· The agents signature on the application

· The property owners’ signature / property owner authorizing DEP staff to visit the site

· Submit warranty deed for upland property

II. PROJECT DRAWINGS 
(You will need project drawings for both the Exemption Letter application AND the Standard General Permit application)

· A CLEAR location map with Latitude and Longitude (Directions to the project site)


Two Plan Views - A plan view of the site as it exists (i.e. docks and all other structures present)

A plan view is a “bird’s eye view” of the proposed activities at the site (i.e. docks and all other 

structures present)

· North arrow

· Full dimensions of the proposed dredge area

· Dredge area depicted with cross-hatching

· Water depths of the existing conditions on the existing plan view

· Water depths of the proposed conditions on the proposed plan view 

· Location of water quality control devices surrounding the project site

· Location or indication of where all vessels are to be moored at the project site

· Location of upland spoil site if this method will be used

· Turbidity/erosion control barriers for upland spoil site

Cross Sectional Views
· North arrow

· Indicate the volume of dredge material to be removed

· Dredge area depicted with cross-hatching

· Mean High Water (MHW)

· Mean Low Water (MLW)

· Water depths in and around the dredge site (out to the nearest navigational channel)
III- STANDARD GENERAL PERMIT APPLICATION

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/wetlands/docs/erp/62-343-900_1.pdf
The following must be included within the application form:

· Fill out Section A, G and applicable tables in the application Form

· The owner of the property (complete address and phone number)

· The agent (complete address and phone number)

· Total size of upland property

STANDARD GENERAL PERMIT APPLICATION (continued)
· Total linear footage of shoreline
· Total volume of material to be dredged (cubic yards)
· The total size of the proposed dredge area (square feet)

· Number of existing and new boat slips

· Section, Township, and Range, and County

· Latitude and Longitude of project location

· Waterbody name 
· A CLEAR explanation of the proposed project activities including dredging method AND sediment handling plans
· Pre-application meetings or on-site meetings

· The agents signature on the application

· The property owners’ signature / property owner authorizing DEP staff to visit the site

· Submit warranty deed for upland property
A. Seagrass Survey 

A Seagrass survey will be required for those properties know to have seagrass beds in the vicinity of their land.
· Map the location of any submerged resources IN and AROUND the project site (species/type) This survey must be conducted within the summer months when seagrasses are most prevalent)
B. Sediment Testing
If you contract with the County dredging contractor to perform your dredging AND your sediments will be disposed along with the County’s sediments, then testing will not be required. If you will be hiring your own contractor and making your own disposal plans, then you will need to perform sediment testing and submit the results with your application.

C. Water Quality Testing

If you contract with the County dredging contractor to perform your dredging AND the contractor agrees to use turbidity curtains during dredging, then testing will not be required. If you will be hiring your own contractor, then you will need to perform water quality testing and submit the results with your application.

STANDARD GENERAL PERMIT APPLICATION (continued)
D. Additional information required

If you are applying for a Standard General Permit, then the following information should be addressed in writing as an addendum to the application forms and other testing information.
· How can dredging be avoided?

· How can dredging of seagrasses be avoided?

· Has there ever been previous authorization for dredging at this site?

· Can I show proof of prior authorization?

· What turbidity methods are being used for the project so water quality is not violated?

· What is the size and deepest draft of the vessel?

· Where will the spoil material be placed during dredging?

· Is water quality being protected around the spoil site?

· Scaled and fully dimensioned drawings on 8 ½ by 11 sheets of paper

· Drawings MUST be signed and sealed by a professional engineer or a registered land surveyor for an Environmental Resource Permit (ERP)

· What type of material is to be excavated?

· What are the type, size, and deepest drafts of the vessels that will be using this dredged facility?
IV.   submit 5 copies to the florida department of environmental protection and they will send some copies to the army corps of engineers. this will start the federal permitting process with the army corps.
_____________________________________________________________________________
Maintenance Dredge Exemption Rule

40E-4.051Exemptions From Permitting. 
(2)
Maintenance of Systems.

(a)
The performance of maintenance dredging of existing manmade canals, channels, basins, berths, and intake and discharge structures, where the spoil material is to be removed and deposited on a self-contained, upland spoil site which will prevent the escape of the spoil material and return water from the spoil site into wetlands or other surface waters, provided  no more dredging is performed than is necessary to restore the canal, channels, basins, berths, and intake and discharge structures to original design specifications, and provided that control devices are used at the dredge site to prevent turbidity and toxic or deleterious substances from discharging into adjacent waters during maintenance dredging. 
This exemption shall apply to all canals constructed before April 3, 1970, and to those canals constructed on or after April 3, 1970, pursuant to all necessary state permits.  This exemption shall not apply to the removal of a natural or manmade barrier separating a canal or canal system from adjacent wetlands or other surface waters. Where no previous permit has been issued by the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund, the Department, the District or the United States Army Corps of Engineers for construction or maintenance dredging of the existing manmade canal, channel, basin, berth or intake or discharge structure, such maintenance dredging shall be limited to a depth of no more than 5 feet below mean low water.

(b)
The maintenance of functioning insect control structures, and the maintenance of functioning dikes and functioning irrigation and drainage ditches, including roadway drainage ditches, provided:

1.
The spoil material is deposited on a self-contained upland spoil site which will prevent the escape of the spoil material and return water into wetlands or other surface waters. 

2.
In the case of insect control structures, if the cost of using a self-contained upland spoil site is so excessive as determined by the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, pursuant to Subsection 403.088(1), F.S., that it will inhibit the proposed insect control, existing spoil sites or dikes may be used, upon notification to the District.  In the case of insect control where upland spoil sites are not used pursuant to this exemption, turbidity control devices shall be used to confine the spoil material discharge to that area previously disturbed when the receiving body of water is used as a potable water supply, is designated as approved, conditionally approved, restricted or conditionally restricted waters for shellfish harvesting by the Department, or functions as a habitat for commercially or recreationally important shellfish or finfish.

3.
In all cases, no more dredging is to be performed than is necessary to restore the dike or irrigation or drainage ditch to its original design specifications.  

4.
This exemption shall apply to manmade trenches dug for the purpose of draining water from the land or for transporting water for use on the land and which are not built for navigational purposes.

Proprietary or State Submerged Lands Authorization Applications
Your project will most likely need both Regulatory approval & a Proprietary approval from the Florida Department of Environmental Protection. 
They will advise you as to what type of State Lands approval is appropriate for your project. It may be any of the following:

· Letter of Consent

· Private Easement

· Lease (new)

· Lease (modification) 

· If you are advised that you will need a Private Easement, look on the Manatee Website for the “Private Easement Application Package” for further instructions.

· If you are advised that you will need a new Lease, look on the Manatee Website for the “Lease Application Package” for further instructions.

· If you are advised that you will need a Lease Modification, look on the Manatee Website for the “Lease Modification Application Package” for further instructions.

These instructions will be posted on the website soon at

www.manateepocketproject.com
2

[image: image1.jpg]


